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Dear Horizons readers,

As you know, Japan was struck with two very powerful earthquakes
in March of this year. The first and most devastating one hit on March
11. It then triggered a tsunami warning across 20 countries along the
Pacific Coast. Sadly, the tsunami struck Japan's northeastern seaboard
and created much damage and grief. Then, a week later, a second
earthquake hit.

At Yamaha, we are very lucky to have had only one employee injured. We
wish to express our most sincere sympathies to the many thousands who
weren't so lucky.

In terms of damages to our facilities and factories, we are happy to report
that it is limited. As you can expect though, we have experienced many
indirect impacts resulting from these natural disasters. We have reduced
and suspended production of many vehicles and generators because of
Japan's needs to ration electricity, and we continue to minimize our daily
electrical use in every way we can.

Companies and people all over the world are doing what they can to
support relief efforts, but it will take many years for Japan to recover.
Yamaha has contributed many litres of drinking water, blankets and
portable toilets to affected areas. We have supplied many generators,
health supplies and monetary donations as well.

Our Canadian staff and dealers have shown amazing support, with many
dealers contacting us right away, looking for ways to help out. To make
things easy and straightforward for donators, we set up a page online
where staff, dealers and anyone interested could donate money to the
Red Cross. It was a great success!

To date, corporate staff and Canadian Yamaha dealers have raised more
than $7,000. One employee, Territory Sales Manager, Star Yee, was
extremely generous, donating $2,000 to the Red Cross. Many thanks,
Star! Adding to this fund, Yamaha has matched up to $5,000 in employee
donations. This may only be a fraction of what is needed to rebuild Japan,
but every little bit counts.

Like many countries, Japan plays a large role in the well-being of the world
economy—especially when it comes to those who enjoy using recreational
vehicles. When a country like Japan suffers, everyone is affected. We are
very proud of the efforts made by all Canadians to support our Japanese
friends. Together we will help rebuild this great nation. @
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Hank Fujita
President, Yamaha Motor Canada

Brotherly Love: Prior to Japan's earthquakes, Yamaha Motor
Canada welcomed two special guests: (centre) Mr. Yanagi, Yamaha
Motor Company President and (second from left) Mr. Kato, Yamaha
Motor USA President.

Both enjoyed a tour of the Canadian office and warehouse
(below) and, of course, a hot cup of Timmy's! Also pictured (left
to right): Peter Smallman-Tew, YMCA VP, Sales & Marketing,
Hank Fujita, YMCA President, and Peter Hastings, YMCA VP,
Corporate Services.
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Dear Horizons,

A while back, | had e-mailed you a photo of an elderly couple, John
and Olla Reischer of Callander, Ontario who racked up serious miles
on their Virago. At the time, you wanted a better quality photo...
They just popped in, and the reason they had never been back is
because they had an accident in Florida last winter and they are just
starting to ride again. Here is a bit of their story:

They purchased their Virago new in 1995. They took their first long trip
(to Colorado) in the summer of 1997, and have been hooked on long-
distance riding ever since. They have travelled Canada, from coast to
coast, and the USA as well. They enjoy the USA for the greatroads. The
odometer has rolled over twice now and the only major work needed
were cam chains, one stator and carburetor diaphragms. They now
spend their winters in Florida where the Virago gets ridden daily. Last
winter, they were victims of a hit-and-run on a Florida highway; John
suffered many broken bones and ended up with a titanium shoulder.
It took a while to recoup, but he is now back behind the handlebars
with a big smile!

Jirr Dorva/

RL Equipment, Verner, ON

Dear Horizons,

Skeptics said that travelling Québec on an ATV was an unlikely
venture. The trails system is not set up for such an extensive
trip. Well, thanks to our stubbornness, on September 6th, 2010,
we started the engines of our machines and were off to discover
“La Belle Province.”

Daniel, a mechanic, had spent time preparing our ATVs, a 2005
Grizzly 660 and a 2008 Kodiak 450. We were geared up with six
10-litre jerry cans to guarantee us a range of 400 km. In the
backcountry, gas stations are a rare thing.

So, our itinerary from the beginning: New Richmond,
Cap-Chat, Matane, Baie-Comeau. Torrential rain forced us to stop
travelling for two days. Then the sun came out, and we were
on the road again! As we travelled from the North Shore to
the Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean region, we were ambivalent,
because we were going to have to ride on side roads that are
not maintained. We entered each curve with apprehension. That
night, after 319 km, we pitched our tent by a small lake in zec de
Labrieville. The next morning, we woke up to thick fog, pelting
rain and freezing temperatures. We waited for the sky to simply
be grey and only a little threatening before leaving for our
next destination.

We followed the Péribonka River, planning to fill up at Pavillon
des Passes, but we had to abandon that part of our trip. As
much as we researched the area, our maps were not as
precise as we needed. This is such a popular area, we thought
there would be signs and others around, but that was not the
case. In spite of this, the landscape was breathtaking and
mesmerizing. The clouds hovering on the mountain tops were
simply mystical. Later, we took a barge across Lake Tchitogoma
and visited the Scoobyraid complex — a “must-see” for all
ATV and snowmobile fans. Then, we followed the federated
trails north of Lac Saint-Jean to Dolbeau-Mistanssini where
we visited the ATV doctor. Just a little hiccup... After a clean
bill of health, we headed toward Normandin and the village of
La Dorée where the trails far surpassed our expectations.

We arrived in the Parent region under a brilliant sun shining
on the ravaged forest decimated by fire last summer. The view
was spectacular and apocalyptic. Then the rain, the wind and
the cold caught up to us. Fortunately, the owner of the Niko
outfitters opened up a cottage for us. We were grateful for all his
efforts, given the cottages were already closed for the season.
The next day, we headed through Clova, the Rabaska outfitters,
Notre-Dame-de-Pontmain, Notre-Dame-de-la-Salette,
Val-des-Bois and Denholm. We were back in our neck of the
woods, just as planned, on September 23rd.

In spite of our fears, insecurities and anguish, our determination
and tenacity made it so that we enjoyed two blissful weeks of
adventure filled with surprises, intense moments and elation.
Our success proves that with a bit of will and determination,
all dreams are possible!

Nat halie ’ﬁ-emé/ay & Danie/ Doiron
Val-des-Monts, QC


http://www.yamaha-motor.co.jp/global/



http://yamaha-motor.ca/products/products.php?model=3681&class=66&group=B|&LANG=en



















