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Letter from the Letter to the
President Editor

Dear Horizons readers,

Happy Thanksgiving, Happy Halloween, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Even though our hectic summer is now over, this is a very busy 
time of year. For Yamaha, it would seem like a much quieter time, as most of our products are best used in a warmer climate. Unless of course, 
you have the courage to stud the tires on your motorcycle and ride on ice! 

That is not the case this year; we are busier than ever and that is a good thing. Yamaha has been developing great snowmobiles for many years. 
In fact, this winter is an especially exciting one for us, as many Canadians will be experiencing the New Apex for the first time. It’s special  
because it is the first ever production snowmobile to use Electric Power Steering. Because it is so new to the product and sport, EPS technology is 
slowly but surely catching on. (Remember, Yamaha was first to use EPS on ATVs, and soon after other manufacturers followed us.) We have 
modified an Apex for consumers to test and feel the sensation of EPS at consumer snowmobile shows. The results have been very interesting 
and have caught many people off guard… “It really does make a great difference in steering!” “I can’t wait to ride one!” are comments  
from many people. 

But like most things, to truly appreciate EPS, you must try it in real-world conditions. For this, please visit Yamaha’s 2011 Snowmobile Power 
Tour schedule on Yamaha-motor.ca. It will be travelling across Canada and features a high percentage of Apex’s with EPS. This is a great 
opportunity for many customers to experience this new technology.

Canadian winters offer many fun things to do, like riding snowmobiles, but they can sometimes bring with it much work and effort. 
Simple things like getting out of the driveway can be difficult. That is why we have brought Yamaha snowblowers back to Canada. 
These high-quality and very reliable machines are similar to the New Apex; they need to be experienced to truly enjoy. They feature 
electric starting, an easy-to-use hydrostatic transmission and are very quiet! If you are considering a new snowblower, please 
visit your local Yamaha dealer and learn more about ours. We hope they make your winter easier, and create more time with  
family and friends. 

I wish all of you a safe and fun Canadian winter! 

Hank Fujita
President, Yamaha Motor Canada 

Dear Horizons,

I would like to tell you about my son, Daniel Rozon… 

As a child, Daniel was very ill with viral encephalitis. He was 
not expected to live. He endured many months in the hospital, 
and subsequently in rehabilitation centres, but he overcame the 
odds and survived. He was left with many medical conditions 
following this illness; he incurred brain damage, has dealt with 
epilepsy since a very young age and has been diagnosed as a 
Type-1 diabetic.

The initial prognosis was that he would not develop much beyond 
his then two-years. However, Daniel is a survivor, and as a family, 
we never stopped encouraging him to be the best he could be.  
His father in particular was loath to ever tell him “You can’t.”   
As a child he spent many hours in the back of a pick-up, and like 
most little boys, he dreamed of driving a truck. He had his first 
three-wheeler at the age of six and there was no stopping him 
after that. He and his father had off-road bikes and they spent 
lots of time discovering trails in and around Whitehorse, Yukon.

After a few years of dirt biking, Daniel wanted to get his licence 
for a street bike. He worked hard and went to Yukon Learn 
for extra tutoring. At the end of his tutoring, the motor vehicle 
branch in Whitehorse gave him his learner’s test verbally and 
he achieved a perfect score.

Daniel bought a 2006 Yamaha 250cc Virago and rode with his 
father for a year, learning the rules of the road and developing 
confidence in himself and his bike — and building ours in his 
ability to navigate the city roads and Yukon highways. He learned 
how to take care of his bike. With his father’s help, he completes 
general maintenance and oil changes. In the summer of 2007 he 
took the Harley Davidson Road Safety Course and, one week 
later, he passed his road test.

He has become a familiar sight on Whitehorse roads. The  
mileage on his Virago is 31,427 kms! That is just from driving 
around town; those miles were put on within a hundred-mile 
radius. He is a well-known rider, and if for some reason he is 
not on the road, people will always ask about him. They always 
remark about how happy he makes them feel just by watching 
him ride.

Jason Adams at Yukon Yamaha suggested that I write and share 
Daniel’s story with you. I think it’s very inspiring and hope others 
will benefit from it.

Catherine Ryan
Whitehorse, Yukon

Ed note: Catherine, thanks so much for sharing Daniel’s story 
with our readers. It’s determined, courageous people like Daniel 
that truly inspire, and make us realize that nothing is impossible. 
It just depends on how bad we want it. We wish you, your 
husband and Daniel all the best!

Dear Horizons,

My wife Liz and I became grandparents, and as such, we were coming 
up with keepsakes to remember the day of Ruby’s birth, October 29th.  
Liz says to me, “Go out to the mailbox, bring in the newspaper (Ottawa 
Citizen) and we’ll keep the front page.” As I unfolded the paper and 
looked at the front page, I couldn’t believe it! I came into the house 
yelling, ”It’s a sign!” On the front page was a picture of a snowmobile, 
and not any snowmobile, but a Yamaha. In my 35 years of reading the 
Ottawa Citizen, I have never seen a snowmobile on the front page, 
much less a Yamaha! I think the “Big Guy” upstairs is letting me know 
that we have a future Yamaha rider in the making. 

Bruce & Liz Robinson
Kemptville, ON

Blue is True: Yamaha Motor Canada’s President, 
Hank Fujita; Vice President, Peter Smallman-Tew; 
Blackfoot’s race manager, Dean Thompson, and team 
owner, Jason Mitchell and Yamaha’s PR specialist, 
Bryan Hudgin.

After sweeping the MX2 and MX1 Canadian  
National MX Championships, the Yamaha/Red Bull/
Blackfoot/Fox Racing Team dropped by Yamaha’s 
corporate office in Toronto to celebrate. It was a chance 
for corporate staff to meet the racers, team personnel 
and even take a tour of their factory race hauler.  
For a review of their season, please see page 13.
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New
Products

SOUL SEEKERS
Brand New Products for You

Chicken soup is good for some people’s souls, but what about us motorsport enthusiasts? 
We need a little more than chicken cubes, soda biscuits and muddy broth to satisfy our 

souls; we need fuel-injected thumping four-stroke power, quick and nimble handling and 
cutting-edge style. Not to worry, for 2011, Yamaha has brewed several new flavour-filled soul 
quenchers (no preservatives added!), hot and ready to serve… 

STRYKING APPEAL
It’s good to be bad when you’re riding the all-
new 2011 Stryker. Considered little brother to the 
1900cc Raider, the Stryker shares much of the 
same performance and attitude. A liquid-cooled, 
fuel-injected, 1304cc V-Twin offers serious 
torque and that classic rumble. Yamaha never 
compromises performance for appearance, that’s  
why we’ve used the same 34-degree rake with 
6-degree offset as found on the Raider. This 
allows for comfortable low-speed handling while 
maintaining the stylish, low and raked look of  
a custom. 

Classic Sound & Feel The Stryker’s 60° V-Twin 
powerplant pumps out impressive power and 
torque for excellent performance. An uneven 
firing interval, bore and stroke dimensions and 
special ignition/injection mapping contributes to 
high torque output and that classic V-Twin “pulse” 
feeling. 

Fists in the Air Attitude    Appeal is everything when 
it comes to cruisers and the Stryker overflows 
with it. A double-cradle steel frame provides an 
aggressive chopper image, while the raked-out 
front end offers that custom chopper look without 
sacrificing handling.

One Cool Dude Like Yamaha’s standard V-Star 
1300, the Stryker is liquid-cooled, allowing a 
higher-state-of-tune because it maintains more 
stable operating temperatures and it also reduces 
mechanical noise for a quieter engine. 

In Touch An intelligent, beautifully chromed 
handlebar-mounted instrument features an 
analogue speedometer, digital odometer, dual  
trip-meters, fuel gauge, fuel reserve trip meter 
(counts kilometres since fuel went on reserve), 
clock, and a range of warning lights and self 
diagnostic functions.

2012 Super Ténéré

IN THE SPIRIT OF RALLY CARS
Exciting performance is possible without a hefty 
price tag; ask those who have ridden Yamaha’s 

new VXS and VXR High Output WaveRunners. The 
all-new machines feature Yamaha’s 1,812cc 

four-stroke marine engine, combined with 
a lightweight NanoXcel hull and deck that 

is stronger and lighter than anything on the 
market. Quick, nimble and with maneuverability 

that truly connects man and machine — for less 
than you’d expect.

THE WAIT IS OVER… ALMOST
It’s not surprising that the 2012 Super Ténéré is one  
of the most anticipated Yamaha motorcycles ever.  
Born from Yamaha’s experience at the infamous 
Paris-Dakar Rally, the Ténéré has everything needed  
to cover big miles and even bigger adventure. The 
list is long, but the most impressive features on the 

Ténéré are “Rider Assist” technologies; a smart 
Anti-Lock Braking System senses when 

wheels are about to lock and smoothly 
intervenes, and the Unified Brake System 
allows you to brake with both wheels 
(touch front lever) or control each wheel 
separately (touch rear brake pedal first). 

Yamaha’s Chip-Controlled Throttle with 
3-stage traction control can be turned off 

when it’s time for off-road adventure and 
D-MODE engine mapping allows you to select 

Sport or Touring mode. 

THE LITTLE ENGINE THAT CAN
Yamaha has a long history in developing 
competitive sport ATV’s, especially when they 
include one of our high-performance, reliable four-
stroke engines. With that, we’ve added a new step 
to the sport ATV ladder with the 2011 Raptor 125.  
For new riders joining the fold, or those not quite 
big enough for a full-size machine, the Raptor 125 is 

the perfect option. With a 5-speed transmission, 
5-way preload adjustable suspension, front and 
rear disc brakes, low profile tires and electric 
start, it will have even the most skilled riders 
begging for a ride.

2011 WaveRunner VXR HO

2011 Raptor 125

For complete details on these and all of Yamaha’s new 2011 products, please visit yamaha-motor.ca.

2011 Stryker
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Special
Feature

Snowmobile
News

I t’s not everyday someone gets to 
meet an Olympic athlete, let alone one 
who has won four medals! On behalf  

of Yamaha Motor Canada, I am proud to have 
met one of Canada’s most inspiring athletes, 
Hayley Wickenheiser. 

A leader on and off the ice, Wickenheiser is 
an Athlete Ambassador for several groups, 
including Right To Play (RTP), a charity 
focused on improving the lives of children in 
disadvantaged areas of the world through the 
power of sport and play. With Hayley in town 
for a World Hockey Summit, and Yamaha a 
supporter of RTP, it created an opportunity for 
her and RTP to visit Yamaha’s corporate office. 
Hayley delivered a great presentation, offering 
insight into her life, hockey and experiences 
with RTP. She also mentioned she rides Yamaha! 
We had to know more, so we contacted her   
soon after.

Hayley and I had arranged a time to talk through 
email, but I couldn’t help but feel a little nervous 
before calling. I mean, she’s the Wayne Gretzky 
of women’s hockey! I splashed cold water on 
my face, took a swig of Red Bull and dialed.  
“Hi, Hayley, it’s Danny Brault from Yamaha 
calling.” 

“Hey!” she replied. “I’m in a break between 
classes, so we have time to chat.”

In case you didn’t know, Hayley is enrolled in a 
Kinesiology program at the University of Calgary. 
On top of that, she’s training for the World 
Championships, the Olympics, raising a 10-year-
old son, and working with RTP. I couldn’t help 
but feel a little unworthy of her time. “[Laughs] 
No worries,” she assured me. “Where do  
we start?”

“Actually, before we get too far, I gotta ask,  
What kind of Yamaha is Hayley Wickenheiser?” 

“A WR250F!” she exclaimed. 

Quite a change from her typical ball and stick 
sports. “I grew up on bikes but never had my 
own,” she explained. “In my mid-20’s I bought 
a 535 Virago and rode that for five or six years. 
I was bike-less for a few years, until my brother 
turned 30 and started off-road riding with his 
kids, so I bought bikes for my son and I.”

With Hayley’s excellent physical fitness, I was 
curious to know how demanding she’s found off-
road riding. “Is it tougher than hockey? When 
you turn the throttle, do you get as fired up as 

when you won gold against the US at Salt Lake 
in ’02?” 

“Moto is different, for sure,” she says. “Riding is 
not easy. You discover these little muscles you 
didn’t know you had, and it really takes serious 
core strength.”

Hayley and her family ride mainly at McLean 
Creek, outside of Calgary. Like most kids, I was 
sure her son, Noah, would be falling in love with 
his TT-R but he’s still a little shy, she says. “He’s 
slowly taking to it. I think what he likes most 
is the independence of riding a motor vehicle 
without needing a licence [laughs].”

With her next class beginning soon, I thought 
we better switch topics. “How did you start with 
Right To Play?”

“It was at the 2000 Olympics,” she says. “I saw 
an ad and thought it would be a good fit for me, 
so I signed up.” 

Like most women, Hayley spent her youth 
proving her abilities against men, and later 
in her career, when she played professional 
men’s hockey in Finland for the Kirkkonummen 
Salamet. These experiences have made it 
easier for Hayley to relate to RTP’s goals, and 
RTP representative, Ashton Lawrence, agrees. 
“She’s so enthusiastic and passionate with 
RTP and the kids she’s met,” notes Lawrence. 
“Hayley speaks very well, promotes ‘inclusion,’ 
and seems to connect emotionally well with the 
children we help.”

What has become a characteristic of Hayley, 
she dove head first into RTP and flew into 
Rwanda to help teach children. “It was such 
a humbling experience,” recalls the Olympian. 
“The kids there really do appreciate your 
presence, and I learned so much being around 
them. I’m planning another trip next June, this 
time to Ghana.”

By now, I could hear feet shuffling and it was 
time for Hayley to get back to class. To wrap 
things up, I asked what her schedule holds for 
the next year or so.

“We made some good progress at the World 
Hockey Summit in Toronto,” she said. “It was 
all positive; we’re working hard to bring more 
dollars into growing countries like Russia, 
Switzerland and Germany. We need to take the 
next jump. Other than that, finish school and 
prepare for the 2014 Olympics.”

“That’s it?” I joked. 

“Oh, and ride my Yamaha!” 

Four-time Olympic medalist, Hayley Wickenheiser, 
joins the fold by Danny Brault

Hayley, her brother Ross and her son, Noah, show off their Yamaha’s.

YOURNEXTSLED(.COM)
The New Apex with EPS is now available at a dealer – and Power Tour – near you!

The snow never comes fast enough 
for snowmobilers, and this winter, 
nobody is more impatient than 

Yamaha. Typically we release new models 
during the middle 
of riding season. 
This doesn’t permit 
much time for 
them to arrive in 
dealerships, media 
to trash (we mean, 
review) them and 
customers to ride 
before the snow 
melts. So even  
though  we 
released the 2011 
Apex Series with Electric Power Steering 
last February, this winter will be the true 
test run. 

And the anticipation is unbearable for 
us! If you’ve been following our Apex 
dedicated micro-site, YourNextSled.com, 
which features testimonials from real-
world riders, and blushing reviews from 
magazines (voted “Best Sled of the Year” 
by many of them), you know the impression 
Power Steering is making on the industry. 
We even had our tech experts rig up an 
Apex for various shows, allowing patrons 
to experience the sensation of EPS  
on a sled, albeit without the snow or 
frostbite. It was a unique set-up and 
definitely impressed some skeptics.

EPS is not some marketing gimmick;  
it delivers real benefits, in real-life 
conditions. This scenario has played 
out before; remember when Yamaha 

added EPS to 
ATVs and all other 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s 
quickly followed 
our lead? It’s 
happening again. 
But it’s not just 
EPS that makes 
the 2011 Apex so 
good. We listened 
to current Apex 
customers and 
made almost all of 

the improvements they were looking for in 
a new sled. 

There’s no question that EPS will become 
a must-have when riders start shopping 
for a new sled. Take advantage of the 
technology now; you’ll appreciate the 
effortless ride today, and the increased 
resale value down the trail.

If rider testimonials and awards aren’t 
enough for you, then please, bookmark 
Yamaha-motor.ca and follow our 2011 
Snowmobile Power Tour. Like every winter, 
Yamaha will be travelling across Canada, 
carrying a herd of new sleds, most of 
which will be the 2011 Apex with EPS.  
Try it out for yourself, see what you think and 
decide if it’s something that could improve 
your ability, mileage and enjoyment.  
We’re confident you’ll be pleased. 

This is Hayley' s Yamaha!

For more info about Right To Play, visit, righttoplay.ca Volume 23 - Issue 2 7
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L abour of Love? Now that’s an 
understatement. It was 585km 
of gravel road, trees, lakes and 

mountains (and not much else) just to get 
to the Trans-Labrador highway! This road 
is not for the faint of heart, and that’s why 
the ‘Labrador Labour of Love’ would be my 
toughest challenge yet. Let me walk you 
through this trip from the start… 

I met Mike Brown (A Motorcycle Experience’s 
trusted cameraman) and Tyler Hawley 
(Producer) at the airport with my little Ford 
Focus rammed to the gills. To their credit, 
airport security didn’t pull a heavy on me when 
I unintentionally tried to smuggle a Swiss 
Army knife and matches into my carry-on 
luggage, which was a camping tent. Seems I 
forgot the knife and matches were included in 
there, along with the pegs (insert sheepish grin 
here). I shuddered as I imagined how a similar 
situation would play out, in a US airport, with 
an overzealous “super trooper.”

Why the heck was I taking a tent as a carry-
on? Well, ego is a powerful motivator, 
and I had agreed to another challenge for  
A Motorcycle Experience. The host, Dave 
Hatch, had dared me to complete the same 
challenge as last year, albeit 
on the remote and rugged 
Trans-Labrador Highway. 
So there was no food, 
no accommodations 
and no money (except 
for fuel) from Monday 
morning until 
Wednesday night. 
Just me, my Super 
Ténéré, some fishing and 
camping supplies, and 1,140km of barren road. 
This is how the ‘Labrador Labour of Love’ name 
was coined. The payoff? if I successfully made 
it to Goose Bay without breaking any of the 
rules, Hatch would host an entire show with 
“Yamaha” written across his forehead. 

We arrived in Baie-Comeau Sunday night 
after a layover in Montreal. Through a series 
of hand gestures, broken French and a bit of 
charades, we three Anglos managed to get a 
cab to the hotel. I settled down to sleep a little 
later, but not before sharpening my knife and 
reading up on edible plants.

Monday morning brought some confusion, 
including a last-minute run to Wal-Mart for 
an SD card, and another cab to get to the 

UHAUL dealer (which was odd as they were 
also a competing motorcycle dealer. Seeing 
as I was dressed in full Yamaha regalia, and 
after waiting an inordinate amount of time, 
I was sure to check the brake lines and lug 
nuts before I left.) Patrick from Baie-Comeau 
Motosports had “Tenny” perfectly prepped for 
the long trip. Since we were doing the lion’s 
share of the ride on gravel road, I had opted 
for knobby tires instead of the more pavement-
friendly versions that are stock on the Super 
Ténéré. 

My tentative agenda had the Labrador Labour 
of Love crew leaving at 9:30 am to make our 
way towards our first stop, 216km down the 

road, arriving at the Manic 5 Dam at 12:30 pm. 
At 12:15 pm we finally rolled out of Baie- 
Comeau Motosports parking lot… Yes, quite a 
bit behind schedule already. Oh, brother.

The road to Manic 5 Dam turned to remote in 
a hurry. It wasn’t long before a combination 
scent of freshly cut wood and thick diesel 
fumes were confusing my olfactory system, 
“… smells … so…sweet … but … [ahem] 
… why … is … it ... hard … to ... [cough] …
breath?” 

The logging trucks were going by fast and 
furious and, as such, I increased my speed to 
stay out of the way. It wasn’t long after that I 
crested a hill and narrowly missed a plodding 
porcupine on the other side. Meh, no big deal. 
About 10km later I rounded a corner and saw 
some sort of cat/fox/coyote hybrid. After 
more thought, I realized it was probably a 
fisher, which was later confirmed by almighty 
Google. It was then I realized, ‘Tenny, we’re 
not in Kansas anymore!’

We rode on to our first stop at the gigantic 
Manic 5 Dam, the world’s largest multiple arch 
and buttress dam. I will admit: talking to the 
camera is quite unnerving when security feels 
the need to watch your every move. 

As Keith Urban would say, this is “Where the 
blacktop ends…” And, as The Black Eyed 
Peas would say, “The party was about to get 
started…” Sadly, the party ended about 60km 
later, when I moved back on my seat and 
realized my butt was no longer hitting the tent 
that I had strapped on behind me. Great, no 
tent. This was going to be a long night. Crikey!

ALabrador
Labour

LOVE
of

The following is an excerpt from Bryan Hudgin’s “A Labrador Labour of Love” 
diary, posted on Yamaha’s Bike Blog. To read the full story (and find out if 
he completed the challenge), please visit motorcycles.yamahablogs.ca. 

After riding a BWs 125 from Montreal to Toronto, over 
three days with limited resources, Yamaha’s Bryan 
Hudgin was seeking a bigger adventure for his next 
segment on A Motorcycle Experience. With 1,140km 
of barren road to cover, no food, no accommodations, 
and no experience on Yamaha’s newest motorcycle, 
Hudgin may have bitten off more than he can chew. 
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Canadian families know there’s nothing 
like the space and versatility of a mid-
size SUV to keep up with whatever their 
busy lives have in store. Known for a 
winning combination of road manners and 
versatility, the new 2011 Toyota Highlander 
and Highlander Hybrid feature fresh styling 
and are loaded with plenty of new standard 
features. 

From the outside, 2011 Highlander models 
offer a fresh look featuring a redesigned 
front fascia, grille, hood, fender and 
headlamps, rear bumper, rear combination 
lamps, rear spoiler and new aluminum alloy 
wheels. Add to this the refreshed interior 
features — which include new audio 
systems with USB inputs and integrated 
satellite radio, plus updated instrument 
panels, gauge clusters, and interior trim 
and finishes — and the Highlander is truly 
“all-new” inside and out. 

Highlander Hybrid feature improved fuel 
efficiency For advanced performance, 
maximum efficiency and minimal emissions, 
nothing in the mid-size SUV category 
compares to the Highlander Hybrid. New 
this year is an upgraded Toyota Hybrid 
Synergy Drive, featuring a 3.5L Atkinson 
cycle V6 (versus a 3.3L engine in previous 
models). Add to this a 10% improvement 
to fuel efficiency, and a new exhaust heat 
recovery system for improved cold weather 
performance, and the Highlander Hybrid is 
the perfect choice for Canadians.

Highlander delivers more value and choice 
Drivers can choose the Highlander that 
best meets their needs, from a fuel-efficient 
model that features a four-cylinder engine 
and front-wheel drive, or two Highlander 
models that deliver the added power and 
driving confidence of a V6 engine and on-
demand four-wheel drive.

For even more convenience, the new 
Highlander 4WD V6 adds Bluetooth® 
connectivity, and may be ordered with an 
all-new Sport Package that adds several 
more features, including a power-moon-
roof, distinctive 19” aluminum alloy wheels 
and more.

Added versatility, Fresh style
Every 2011 Highlander, including the Hybrid 
models, deliver remarkable versatility with 
ample cargo capacity behind the front 
seats. And all models are now standard with 
50/50 split third-row seats (room for seven 
adults), making the Toyota Highlander and 
Toyota Highlander Hybrid equally versatile 
as people-movers.

Whether it’s a weekend in the country or 
a drive about town, the Highlander and 
Highlander Hybrid are the perfect partners 
for busy Canadian families! For more 
information on the new Highlander Series, 
please visit www.toyota.ca or your local 
Toyota dealership. 

The 2011 Toyota Highlander and Toyota Highlander Hybrid 
combine great handling, control & versatility 
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Trying to find a definitive 
answer to the old question, 
“Who makes the best motor 

oil?” is much like listening to 
political candidates’ debate. So 
many opinions and you just don’t 
know what to believe.

In the good old days things were 
simpler. Fuel contained lead with 
few additional chemicals and was 
depended upon to offer stable 
performance with long shelf life. 
Engine oils were also more basic; 
all you needed to decide was what 
thickness or “viscosity” to use 
based on the season, or what brand 
sponsored your favourite racing 
series.

The rising costs of gasoline in 
the 80’s triggered a response from 
auto makers in engineering cars 
to be more fuel-efficient. “Land 
yachts” made way for lighter, more 
aerodynamic designs powered 
by highly efficient, computerized 
engines which commanded 
specialized fuels and oils. On the 
heels of this new technology came 
additional requirements, stemming 
from new age environmental 
awareness. Government regulators 
around the world were mandated to 
legislate lower tail-pipe emissions, 
putting greater responsibility on 
engine makers and the petroleum 
industry.

Today’s engine oils are far more 
specialized than they were in the 
past. Petroleum engineers have 
developed new blends and additives 
to increase fuel efficiency.  Special 
friction modifiers sometimes 
called “friction reducers” are 
combined with low viscosity based 
oil to gain greater fuel mileage in 
cars. It’s all about the average 
fuel consumption claims and 
frequency of visits to the pumps. 
In addition, car oil formulations 

have reduced phosphorous  
(a traditional wear inhibitor) to help 
protect new emissions systems 
that use catalytic converters. 
Motorsport engines are designed 
differently than cars, to meet 
specific performance demands 
within each product group. They 
do not like “friction reduced” oils 
and require additional additives to 
protect against wear and extreme 
pressures not found in most car 
oils.

To develop approved automobile 
oil, engineers need only consider 
the basic moving engine parts: 
crankshaft, pistons, cams etc. 
Transmissions, clutches, torque 
converters, and starters all work 
outside of the engine cases. They 
are not a consideration when 
formulating a friction-reducing oil. 
Not so with motorsport engines. 
Depending on the product, the 

engine oil will also lubricate the 
transmission, clutch and can 
impact the starter clutch, gear 
reduction system, sprague clutch 
and other components.

Add to this, many motorsport 
engines are very high performance, 
some running well over 10,000 rpm 
for long periods of time. Others 
are air-cooled, producing massive 
torque and high temperatures at 
very low rpm, while others run in 
extreme, hostile environments 
like water, dust and salt which can 
accelerate corrosion and wear far 
beyond that of the family mini-van.

Unlike the auto industry, motorsports 
(which includes motorcycles, ATVs, 
snowmobiles and marine products) 
represent a small fragment of 
the internal combustion engine 
market. It costs oil companies a 
lot of money to develop, test and 

validate motor oils for different 
applications, and the truth is — 
the bulk of oil available today is 
not created, tested or certified for 
use in motorsport products. The 
small potential sales volume is 
prohibitive to development. That 
said, retailers still love to sell you 
car oil for your Yamaha, even if it 
could prove harmful or not deliver 
the best performance over the long 
haul. Oil is oil; it’s just business, 
right? Wrong.

These days it is more important than 
ever to understand the benefits 
of using lubricants designed 
specifically for your baby. Yamaha 
has been in the oil business for 
a long time, being one of the first 
manufacturers to brand and market 
specialty lubricants dedicated to 
the specific needs of motorsport 
engines. Yamalube protects internal 
components from premature 
wear, pitting and corrosion while 
delivering maximum performance 
in the engine and power train. 
This comes as a result of Yamaha 
engineers working directly with 
petroleum industry experts in the 
formulation and testing of each 
Yamalube product, using high-
performance Yamaha engines,  
in real-world simulations.

Regardless of what your 
experience has been, the new 
age of automotive specialization 
is upon us, and the car oil you’ve 
grown to trust, could very well 
lead to deteriorated performance 
or expensive repairs. You own one 
of the world’s finest engines, it 
deserves the best: Yamalube.

Tip: Read the label, if it uses 
the words “friction reduced” or 
“friction modified”, don’t put it in 
your Yamaha.
For more info about Yamalube, visit, 
yamaha-motor.ca/yamalube

Yamaha’s favourite brothers are back. This time around 
Donny and Dougie are struggling to change the oil in 
their motorbike, when Neighbour Bob intervenes and 
offers some timely advice. Search “Lube’R Dougie” on 
YouTube to watch the latest episode.

do you yamalube?

LUBE’RDOUGIE!
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Photo Contest New Contest
Winners Details

1st Place – PATRICK LAVICTOIRE Earlton, ON
The real secret to bagging big game? A Grizzly! That’s the key to 
Patrick and his friends’ success. “When heading out for a hunting trip 
in Northern Ontario, you need something that will get the job done,” 
he says. “All of my friends have Yamaha’s. Whatever game we get, the 
Grizzlies are there to haul it out!” 

Patrick, we definitely agree with you; when stationed out in  
the middle of nowhere, it’s comforting to know that your 
hunting partner(s) won’t let you down! Your first-place prize of  
$500 Yamabucks should help add more “ammo” to your  
next hunting adventure.  

Many Yamaha owners 
treat theirs like it’s 

another member of the family.  
In many cases, it’s not far from the 
truth; we bathe them when their 
dirty, we fix them when they’ve 
been “hurt” and we talk to them 
when no one else will listen. Okay, 
maybe that last one only applies to 
a select few, but it’s not uncommon 
for owners to grow close to their 
Yamaha’s. 

Now is your chance to really make 
your Yamaha feel like part of the 
family. We want to see you include 
your Yamaha in your next family 
portrait, and then send it to us.  
An easy way to win yourself $500, 
$300 or $100 Yamabucks! 

We accept original, hard copy 
photographs and digital images 
that are a high-resolution JPEG 
(300 DPI). Judges are looking for 
funny, high-quality and appropriate 
photos. Please ensure riders are 
wearing proper equipment in action 
photography. Include your name, 
address, phone number/email, and 
a description of your photo. 

Email to:
horizons@yamaha-motor.ca
Mail to: 
Yamaha Motor Canada Ltd. 
Horizons Newsletter 
Attn: Editor 
480 Gordon Baker Road  
Toronto, ON M2H 3B4

2nd Place – RUDY MERCER Markland, NL
Nothing warms a woman’s heart more than seeing a father spending 
time with his son … that and a new pair of shoes. Well, this father and 
son are like two good buddies when it comes to enjoying some serious 
horsepower. “This picture was taken two years ago,” says Mercer. 
“Since then, I have sold that [2000] VMAX and now own a 2009 VMAX. 
I can’t touch it without my son, Zachary, wanting to go with me or to 
help shine it up!”

Rudy, it’s obvious your son Zachary is a skilled detailer — that bike 
looks mint. It’s more than worthy of $300 Yamabucks. Should be 
enough to purchase a lifetime worth of polish!

3rd Place – ANITA CLEMENT La Minerve, QC
Thanks to their camouflaged Rhino and gear, Anita Clement and 
Michel Labelle never have a problem fitting in with the great outdoors! 
“This picture was taken during our memorable trip to beautiful James 
Bay,” recalls Anita. “There, we had a blast fishing and riding our  
Rhino through caribou lichens and big rocks. Hope you find it as nice 
as we did!”

That photo isn’t nice, Anita, it’s beautiful! Thanks so much for 
sending it to us. Now, go ahead and buy yourself something  
nice (in camo, perhaps?) with $100 Yamabucks. 

Photo Contest

Yamaha’s

All in the Family
Photo contest

The Geier family, Orleans, ON

W ith the amount of international racers 
competing, the CMRC Canadian 
National Motocross Series could be 

touted a “World” championship. This past season, 
the series saw contenders from Hungary, South 
Africa, New Zealand, and several hired guns 
from the US. But when the final checkered flag 
waved at Walton, it was two Canadian Yamaha 
riders in the winner’s circle; Campbell River, BC’s  
Dusty Klatt won his second MX1 title, while 
Kemptville, ON’s Tyler Medaglia won his first ever 
pro national championship in MX2.

Recalling Medaglia’s injury riddled start to his 
pro career in 2004 (broken back, broken arm and 
subsequent nerve damage), it was an emotional 
moment for Tyler and his family when accepting 
the #1 plate. Consistency was the key to Medaglia’s 
success; he had good starts, finished on the podium 
at all nine rounds (except one), and remained 
healthy throughout.

The same can be said about 
Klatt’s season. Klatt’s MX1 
teammate and defending 
champ, Colton Facciotti, was 
undoubtedly the fastest rider 
on the track, but he hit the 
ground far too many times, forcing 
him out of the series with three rounds to go. Klatt, 
meanwhile, maintained a solid pace, kept it on two 
wheels and would eventually capture the title with 
a round to spare. Between Klatt, Medaglia and 
Facciotti, the Yamaha trio won 12 out of 18 motos 
in the series.

MotoGP  FIAT Yamaha teammates, Valentino Rossi 
and Jorge Lorenzo, picked up right where they left 
off in ’09, trading paint in MotoGP. After winning 
the opener in Qatar, Rossi watched Lorenzo reel 
off the next two wins to take an early points lead.  
The hole only got deeper for the 7-time champ 
when, at Round 4, he high-sided and suffered a 

badly broken leg. Miraculously, Rossi returned a few 
rounds later, but it was too late. The damage was 
done. Lorenzo continued winning races and built up 
a comfortable points lead in Rossi’s absence. 

As of press time, Lorenzo had clinched his first 
MotoGP title, Rossi climbed up to third in the 
championship and for the third consecutive year, 
Yamaha captured the “Triple Crown” –  the Rider, Team 
and Manufacturer titles. For more info, please visit  
Yamaha-Racing.com or Yamaha-motor.ca. 

Racing
Update

Yamaha sweeps with 
all-Canadian team

“EH”team

the

WINS
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You and
Yamaha photo

your
submissions

NOW THAT’S COMMITMENT!
Marcy Dimsdale is one loyal Yamaha owner. After getting 
into off-road riding four years ago, the Kelowna, BC resident 
fell in love with a YZ250F. Marcy also fell for a motorcycle 
loving man, so she bought him a YZ450F for his birthday.  
“After that, he asked me to marry him [laughs],” says Marcy. 
“Our wedding took place at Bear Creek where both of us 
rode up the aisle on our Yamaha’s!” Marcy’s collection of 
Yamaha has grown to include generators, scooters and 
ATVs. She finally cemented her love for Yamaha permanently. 
“My tattoo was done by Alex Tattoo,” she explains.  
“He was going on a national road tour and I was his first stop.   
He came to my house and I had my tattoo done in the living 
room of my house. I am so proud of my Yamaha tattoo!” 

DON’T MESS WITH PINKYD!
Dawn Biggs’ husband wanted her to start riding with him, 
but before she bought a bike, the Crystal Beach, ON resident 
had one stipulation: it had to be pink. He agreed, she bought  
a V-Star 1100 and had delivered it to Goodeve Studios in 
Owen Sound, ON for some custom artwork.  “I’m a pink-aholic 
[laughs],” she says. “My kids think I’m nuts; everything I own 
is pink, even my parking spot in our garage is pink!” Not 
surprisingly, “PinkyD” attracts a lot of attention. “Mini-vans 
pull up beside me while I’m riding and women lean out to 
take pictures; truckers pull into rest stops to take pictures for 
their wives, and I’ve even won some awards at motorcycle 
shows.”  

WIFE, LOVER & BEST FRIEND
Couples who ride together, stay together. That’s probably 
what Gene and Debbie Pielechaty of Birtle, MB will tell you. 
The couple spends most of their winters in the saddle of 
their Apex and Vector, usually taking off for a week vacation 
that sees them and friends average over 15,000 kilometres. 
“Debbie holds her own in the trails with the boys,” says Gene. 
“We’d like to thank Paul Kokke of Kokke’s Small Engine Shop 
in Shoal Lake, MB for providing us with excellent service 
each year!”

Contest

Riding Club

Winner

News

Quebec

Cruise-In 2010!
They say that “four wheels move the body, 

and two wheels move the soul.” If that’s the 
case, a very large contingent of motorcycle-

loving souls were moved this past July in Trois-
Rivières, Québec, host of the Annual Northern 
Stars Riders Cruise-In. Every Cruise-In is special, 
as a different host and locale is featured each year.  
For 2010, things were a little more heart-warming 
as we celebrated the 10th anniversary of the NSR! 

The warmth, welcoming and cheerful nature of 
the Quebec Star Riders was felt by all. Language 
barriers were broken as riders from all over Canada 
joined the fun in some friendly competitions, 
dancing, singing, shopping, and most of all — riding 
across some of the most beautiful countryside 
Québec has to offer!

Yamaha Canada was on site and encouraged riders 
to try out some of their current models, a very 
special treat, appreciated by everyone involved.

Next year’s Northern Stars Cruise-In is set to take 
place in High River, Alberta on July 21, 22 and 23. 
Visit http://cruise-in.northernstarsrider.ca for all 
the details.

Victoria, BC’s Eric Brunt shouldn’t 
have a problem finding a date, now 
that he has a super-cool BWs 50!

You’ve bought the body spray,  
the hot red sportscar and 
designer suit, and yet, deep 
down, you still don’t feel that 
cool — and you don’t have that 
ridiculously, unrealistic beauty 
swooning over you. You certainly 
felt cool in the beginning, but like 
your favourite Led Zeppelin shirt, 
it faded after only a few weeks.

This past summer Yamaha held 
a“Get Your Cool!” video contest. 
Facebook fans were asked to 
produce a short film, expressing 
their dire need for some “cool.” 
The winning video (chosen by 
Yamaha staff, with input from 

fans) would be awarded the 
epitome of coolness: a 2010 BWs 
50 scooter. We received some 
pretty hilarious, interesting and 
well-produced films. In the end, 
judges settled on 17-year-old 
Eric Brunt’s “Quickest Way to a 
Teenage Girl’s Heart.” No matter 
what he said or tried, Brunt 
couldn’t buy a date. Now that 
he has a sweet set of wheels, 
however, his phone hasn’t 
stopped ringing! 

To watch Eric’s video, and all  
of the contest entries, please visit: 

Facebook.com/ 
YamahaMotorCanada 

Victoria, BC’s Eric Brunt knows the quickest way 
 to a teenage girl’s heart. Now he owns it.

The REAL Secret to Meeting Women:
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“Jump for show, 
corner for dough” 

LOOKING FOR A DEALER?
Visit our website: yamaha-motor.ca

MOVING? 
Let us know. Please mail your new  
address with the model and serial  
number of your unit. Thank you for 
reading Horizons.

This correspondence has been sent 
using your personal information on 
file. In accordance with the Personal 
Information Protection and Electronic 
Documents Act, should you rather not 
receive promotional information from 
Yamaha or others, please check the 
appropriate box and return this page 
to Yamaha Motor Canada Ltd. at the 
address listed above.
Please, do not send:
	 1. Yamaha newsletter and other  

promotional information.

	 2. Third party (non-Yamaha) marketing 
materials.

Published by:

YAMAHA Motor Canada Ltd.
480 Gordon Baker Road 

Toronto, Ontario  M2H 3B4

Horizons thanks all contributors and  
welcomes all letters, photographs, etc.  

from our readers. Please keep them coming.

Yamaha is a registered trademark  
of Yamaha Corporation.  

Yamaha Motor Canada Ltd.  
is a registered user.

Author Unknown

We look forward to putting together every issue 
of Horizons, and hope you enjoy reading them! 
If you would like to continue receiving issues 
in the future, we would be happy to provide 
you with an electronic version. All you need to 
do is visit Yamaha-motor.ca and register with  
“My Yamaha.” You’ll get all of the same great 
stories, photos and news, delivered quick and 
conveniently to your In-box. Sign up today!

SHOW US

yamaha
your
When the marketing team at Yamaha Motor 
Canada went to work on a print advertising 
theme for 2011, some wanted to stick with  
the “This is My Yamaha” concept, while 
others desired change. Eventually we came to  
a compromise. 

As you may have noticed in recent magazines, 
Yamaha ads feature a beautiful studio shot of a 
latest model, and along the bottom, several inset 
photos of loyal, real-world Yamaha owners, just 
like you. We wanted to show our appreciation 
and spotlight those who have invested in 
Yamaha. Thank you.

If you want to share your Yamaha with us, 
and potentially be featured in an upcoming 
Yamaha ad, please visit Facebook.com/
YamahaMotorCanada and upload your photos.

2011 Kodiak 450
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Rodney Rix  West Cape, PEI

William Hopper

Wetaskiwin, AB

Jim Vandecaveye 
Chatham, ON

Derek Stewart 

O’Leary, PEI   
Colin & Cindy SeymourPort aux Basques, NL

Dale Midgley 
Marwayne, AB

Nathalie Gaudet  

Chelmsford, ON

Mario Sanna 
Balmerton, ON

yamaha-motor.ca
Show us your yamaha!

facebook.com/yamahamotorcanada

The all-new kodiak 450.
now with electric power Steering.

2011 Rhino 7
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Jean-Claude Paquet Albanel, QC

Colin & Cindy Seymour
Port aux Basques, NL

Helen MacDonald

Sherbrooke, NS

Mario Sanna Balmerton, ON

Chris Poirier & Becky Marras 

Ancaster, ON

Anita Clément
La Minerve, QC

Dusty and Diana Baird
Hines Creek, AB

yamaha-motor.ca
Show us your yamaha!

facebook.com/yamahamotorcanada

Still the Best Way to Ride Two-Up.

William Hopper

Wetaskiwin, AB


